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with a timidity which prevents you from speak-
ing; thus all direct communication is cut off
between the master and his subjects. Shut up in
the interior of your palace, you are becoming
every day like the emperors of the East; but see,
Sire, their fate 1 ' I have troops,' Your Majesty
will say; such, also, is their support: but, when
the only security of a king rests upon his troops;
when he is only, as one may say, a king of the
soldiers, these latter feel their own strength, and
abuse it. Your finances are in the greatest dis-
order, and the great majority of states have
perished through this cause. A patriotic spirit sus-
tained the ancient states, and united all classes for
the safety of their country. In the present times,
money has taken the place of this spirit; it has
become the universal lever, and you are in want
of it* A spirit of finance affects every department
